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Police scientist ﬁghtlng for new crime lab

By DEREK OLSON

Late nights and tireless
weekends for Henderson po-
lice forensic scientist Rick
Workman could pay off to
the tune of 537 million as he
laumches his dream project
of creating a state-of-the-art
forensics lab in Henderson in
coming weeks.

Last year, Workman began a
nonprofit group called Friends
of Henderson CSI w0 raise
funds for the project. After
spending thousands of hours
of his own time creating the
group and its Web site, Work-
man said he is ready to start
pushing for funds. Although
he works for the police, he is
trying to raise the money pri-
vately, he said.

Forensics, popularized by
the television series “CSI:
Crime Scene Investigation”
and its spinoffs, consists of
processing crime evidence
such as DNA, fingerprints,
firearms, narcotics and com-
puters.

He said the way the shows
have captured viewers’ imagi-
nation gives him confidence
that the project will hawve
legs.

"I believed for six vears that
we've needed this facility,” he
said. "Until now [ wasn't sure
we'd have enough interest
from the public to fund it

“If 1 make it — and I'm as-
suming this project will be a
sneeess — it will be a direct
result of the show,” he said.

He plans to harness the
shows' popularity to get the
project off and running with
special appearances by the
actors and a chapter in a new
book about forensics.

On Aug. 5, volunteers for
the project will hold a special
fundraiser featuring actors
from the popular Las Vegas-
based series.

David Berman, who plays
David Phillips, a_coroner in-
vestigator on the show, and
Jon Wellner, who plays Henry
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Henderson Crime Scene Analyst Tammy Barker demonstrates cne methed vsed to discover fingerprints
inside a lab at the Henderson Police Department. The department Is currently trying to raise $37 million to

have a new crime laboratory bulit.

On the Web

For more information visit shww.
friendsofhendersoncsi.com,

Andrews and 15 a full-time re-
gsearcher for the show, will be
ELESL S1ars,

Waorkman has also written a
chapter in a book titled "Inves-
tigating CSI: Inside the Crime
Labs of Las Vegas, Miami and
Mew York,” which is doe out in
Cwctober. It is avallable for pre-
zale on AMAZON.COMm.

He said the chapter focus-
o5 on the much-derided *C5]
effect” and why it's a good
thing. Workman said the “CSl
effect™ reflects some foren-
gics experts' frustration at the
public’s unrealistic expecta-
tlion of them.

Howewer, Workman sald
with the right resources Hen-
derson could accomplish
much of what's portraved on
TV. He hopes the increase in

grams.
:i]:f basically informed the ¢
‘pablic of the forensics capas-
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Impresshion marks from a person’s hands are uncovered during a deam-
onstration performed by Tammy Barker Inslde the Henderson crima
Inbaratory.

people’s expectations of fio-
rensie investigators will lead
to more funding for its pro-

bility police departments have
If they have the space and the
cuipment,” he said.
Jenderson forensics expert
i}' Allred, who also is vol-
eeringfor the project, sakd

funding for forensics is al-
ways a challenge.

“Forensics is kind of seen
as an afterthought, and I un-
derstand that. No complaints
here, because we have to think
about the officers Orst” he
gaid. “But in reality, there's
not a kot left that goes into the
forensics pal.

“I think everybody just
looks at the TV show and says,
‘Wi, this is incredible vech-
nology and [ feel really safe,
But that just isn't available
because of lack of funding,”
he said.

Workman said Henderson's
version of a crime lab is woe-
fully inadegquate compared
with the one on television.

Henderson has two rooms
for storage and analyzing.
Each of the rooms is about
400 square feet, With its four
forensics analyzers and lim-
ited equipment, the special-
ists can analyze fingerprints,
shoe prints, tire marks and
some simpler gun and bullet
testing, he said.

The police send work on
DNA, narcotics testing, blood
alcohol testing and more com-
plicated gun and bullet testing
to other agencies.

Many of those agencies,
guch as the Metro Police De-
partment, have such a back-
log of work that results can
take months, he said.

Tammy Barher, forensics
expert for Henderson Police,
said with the new facilities,
Henderson could handle some
evidence from Las Vegas and
other surrounding commumni-
ties.

She said, with more foren
sics capability, Henderson
will be able to catch criminals
before they strike again.

“We can solve more crimes
and save more lives, and keep
people all over the valley saf-
er,” she said.

Derek Clsarr can be reached af

Q00,8528 or derek.olson i BT
Ll 8

Note: All direct fundraising activity for this project is conducted through the private citizen organizaton “Friends of Henderson C517
All funds are managed by the Henderson Community Foundation, a a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation



